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Rs 2,700-cr boost for Health,
margmai hike for NRHM
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NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY %5

VVEN as the government hited
ine Ministry of Health: and Fare
ity Welfare’s aliocation by Rs 2,700
crorefor 2016 2011 thet JW“ Dagship
progra ame National Rural Health
dss;m (INRFM) saw an increase of
only i0percentover lastyear.
Saying there was a need 0 provids
health facilities to both rural and ur-

ban households, Finance Minister *
year 2010-2011 also saw a reduction of

Pranab Mukherjee said the afiocation
for the Health Ministry was being in-
creased from Rs 19,534 crore to Rs
22,33 crore. He also announced that
an annual health survey would be caz-
ried out to preparc district health pro-
files. “The findings of the survey
shouid be of immense bepefit in ma-
jor public kealth initiatives, particu-

fardy the NRHM, which has success-

lV addressed the gaps in delivery of
critical health services to rural areas.”

However, the minor hike in the
NRHM aliocation, from Rs 13,930
crore lastyear to Rs 15,446 crore, has
disappointed the ministry, The mis-

sion bad been launched i 2005 toim- -

prove availability and access to qual-
ity healthcare for people living in
remote areas, and it had been antici-
pating 2 major boost in funds to it.
Whiie the overall health sector got
aboost, the capital espenditure for the

over Rs 399 crore. The mairn focus is
on 18 states with weal public health
infrastructure. The Budget simplifies
the duty regime on medical equip-
ments and appliances, prescribing a
uniform, concessional basic duty of 5
percent, with full exemaption from spe-
cial additional duty, on all medical
cquipment, GREEN FUND, P21



